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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included . 
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1 . H This communication is responsive to theamendment filed November 24. 2004 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 57.59-70 and 73-81 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 18 March 1999 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper NoVMail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2. The base claims are 56 and 76 

3. They can be summarized as follows: 

5£. A plastic based composite product comprising: 

- a plastic mass 

wood particles homogeneously embedded in the plastic mass, the particles have 
tensile strength in a first particle direction 

- the particles comprise 

o small particles of fibers 

■ random orientation 

■ length of 0.2-2 mm 
o large particles 

■ dominantly oriented such that their first particle direction is in the 
chosen principle product direction 

■ length is larger than small particles 

■ length 2-6 mm 

4. The closest prior art found can be summarized as follows: 

Cogswell et al. (4,559,262) discloses a fiber reinforced composition comprising a 
thermoplastic matrix with embedded long and short fibers. The long fibers are 3-100 mm in 
length and at least 50% of the fibers by volume are aligned in the direction of draw. The short 
fibers have a length of up to 0.25 mm and are blended into the mix. 
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Cogswell fails to disclose wood particles and randomly orientated small particles. 

5. In summary, the prior art of record fails to teach or suggest the plastic based product 
having all the features of the base claims. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 




Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia Chevalier whose telephone number is (571) 272-1490. 
The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. The Examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays 

If attempts to reach the Examiner are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Harold 
Pyon can be reached by dialing (571) 272-1498. The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for all communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose phone number is (571) 272-0987. 
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